6th-Grade Vocabulary Enrichment 2010-2011

COURSE DESCRIPTION & SYLLABUS
(may be revised as we go)

Like the 5th-grade vocab enrichment class, this class meets once a week.  We are using a college-level textbook called The Greek and Latin Roots of English, as well as last year’s little handbook Greek and Latin Elements in the English Language; we are spending from one to three weeks on each chapter of the textbook (omitting chapters 1, 13 and 18).  

As in the 5th-grade class, students do exercises in the textbook, and study both words and word elements (prefixes, main stems and suffixes) in preparation for weekly quizzes and pop quizzes.  This year most of the quizzes ask them to use words in correct, creative sentences.
Sessions 

1
Intro to course:



1) basis for course grade (weekly quizzes, pop quizzes, quarter exam)



2) how we’ll be using the textbook (The Greek and Latin Roots of English) and



stem lists (Greek and Latin Elements in the English Language)


3) some of the skills we’ll be developing.

Review history of English language.

2
Language ‘families’:  students create a language family tree for the classroom showing the



relationship of Greek and Latin to English, as well as all the languages they speak.
3
How to identify word stems in Latin nouns and adjectives (a preview of 7th-grade Latin



I!).  Brainstorming English words derived from Latin nouns and adjectives.
4
How to identify word stems in the present and perfect tenses of Latin verbs (more



Latin preview).  Brainstorming English words derived from Latin verbs.
5
English suffixes formed from Latin nouns and adjectives.  
6
English suffixes formed from Latin verbs.

7
Review of the Greek alphabet.  Transliterating Greek words into English.

8
Exam prep
9
First-quarter exam
10
English suffixes formed from Greek words.

11
English prefixes formed from Latin words.  Explanation of assimilation (how



prefixes and main stems sometimes change when they combine).
12
English prefixes formed from Greek words.

13
English prefixes, part three.

14
English words formed from Greek and Latin numbers.

15
Vocabulary relating to government and politics, part one.

16
Government and politics, part two.

17
Exam prep 

18
Second-quarter exam 

19
Vocabulary relating to psychology, part one.

20
Psychology, part two.
21
Vocabulary relating to the social sciences, part one.

22
Social sciences, part two.
23
Vocabulary relating to human biology and medicine, part one. 
24
Vocabulary relating to human biology and medicine, part two.
25
Exam prep 

26
Third-quarter exam 

27
Vocabulary relating to science and mathematics, part one.

28
Science and math, part two.

29
Science and math, part three.

30
Vocabulary relating to education.

31
Vocabulary relating to culture (art, literature, music, athletics), part one.

32
Culture, part two.

33
Vocabulary relating to myth, religion and philosophy, part one.
34
Myth, religion and philosophy, part two.

35
Exam prep 

36
Fourth-quarter exam 
