6th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

1st Quarter
Connie Miller – cmmiller432@aol.com

Content (C):  Discover Our Heritage - Ancient world cultures up to present day world cultures

Study Skills (SS):  Methods to help students master content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students to do a wide variety of research projects

Geography (G):  Memorize countries and their capitals throughout the world along with key geographical 
features (rivers, mountain ranges, etc.); Map skills through the use of Weekly Reader Map Skills 

Computer Applications (CA):  Webquests (Internet-based research projects), electronic field trips, 
familiarity with solid historical Internet sites

Wk. 1
(C):
Chap. 1 – How geographers study our world

(SS):
Reading to identify new vocabulary; converting information from one form to another, 


i.e. using a graphic organizer - Students will be quizzed on each skill
(RS/G): Group work – skim through a variety of atlases and compile list of the different kinds 


 of information an atlas can provide

Wk. 2 
(C):
Chap. 2 – Understanding what culture is and why we study it

(SS):
Emphasize SQ3R - Read to answer questions at end of chapter; 3-paragraph essay

(RS):
Notetaking/citing sources – Students will work in groups to research the culture of one  


country and will compile a group poster: Individual grade for notetaking; group grade 

for product

(G):     Begin Weekly Reader Map Skills

(CA):
Introduction to reliable reference websites 
Wk. 3
(C):
Chap. 3 – The Dawn of Civilization

(SS):
Reading to identify sequence of events - timeline 

(G):
Weekly Reader Map Skills

(CA):
Begin exploring various museums’ online exhibits/tours

Wks.

4 – 9
(C):
Chap. 4 – Ancient Egypt and Nubia

(SS):
Vocabulary cards; graphic organizers to memorize key achievements - Test

(RS):
Research project – A Quest in Ancient Egypt – Students will research a chosen topic 


from ancient Egyptian history; using a variety of books, magazines, and Internet 


   
websites, students will take notes and compile either a research paper, topical book, a 


“choose your own adventure” book, or a PowerPoint presentation, creatively leading the 


reader through the information researched

(G):
Outline map of Middle East countries and capitals - Quiz 

(Fun):
Simulation/debate between Britain and Egypt over who gets to keep Egyptian treasures; 

   
based on the debate, students will construct a three paragraph essay presenting the two 


sides

RESEARCH:

All major research skills are covered in 5th and 6th grade so students are familiar with them before encountering the History Day Competition.  This will involve MANY short research projects to introduce and polish skills.  During the 4th quarter, each student will be required to do a major research paper.  Don't panic!  I'll take them through all the steps.  We will spend a significant amount of time on the process.  ☺

HISTORY DAY:

Students in the sixth grade have the option of participating in the History Day competition.  Student participation will be decided on a case-by-case basis after consultation between Mr. Debelak, the parents, and myself.  A required History Day parent meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 6, 2010 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

FIELD TRIPS:

With the continued opening of the Art Museum, we will visit the museum 3-4 times during the school year to enjoy their collections relating to the various eras we’ll be studying (Egypt, Greece, Rome, etc.)
6th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

2nd Quarter

Content (C):  Discover Our Heritage - Ancient world cultures up to present day world cultures

Study Skills (SS):  Methods to help students master content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students to do a wide variety of research 
projects

Geography (G):  Memorize countries and their capitals throughout the world along with key 
geographical features (rivers, mountain ranges, etc.); Map skills through the use of Weekly 
Reader Map Skills 

Computer Applications (CA):  Webquests, electronic field trips, familiarity with solid historical sites

Wks.

1 -  3 
(C):
Chapter 5 – Ancient Asia
(SS): 
Use graphic organizer to compare Hinduism and Buddhism

(RS): 
PROJECT - 1000 facts on India, China, Japan, Russia – student trip to library to bring in 2 

books

(G):
Prepare outline map of the countries and capitals of Asia; Identify key geographic

features; Test on countries and capitals – matching and placement of countries on a 
blank outline map

Wk. 4
(C):  
Chapter 6 – The Ancient Americas 


(SS):
Reading to find similarities between two cultures; reading to answer questions at the 


end of the lesson


(G):
Class geography bee; label maps of Central America and the Caribbean


(CA):
Mayan Ballgame on BestHistorySites.net

Wks.

5 – 6 
(C):
Chapter 7 – Ancient Africa

(SS): 
Read to find relationships between people and their environment/ Analyze cause and 


effect; Open book quiz on vocabulary and concepts of cause and effect/people and 


their environment

(RS): 
Review various library skills

(G):   
Fill in outline map of Africa with countries and capitals and major geographical 



features; memorize for test on countries and capitals

Wks.

7 – 9
(C):
Chapter 8 – Ancient Greece

(SS):  
Learning to study for the midterm

(RS): 
Project #1 – Research one aspect of Greek life using three books, one encyclopedia 


or reference book, and one Internet source; Product – Poster, notes typed up, 



bibliography



Project #2 – Debate:  Which was a better place to live – Sparta or Athens?  Students 


will be divided into teams and do some brief research on their topic.  Following an in-


class debate, students will write a basic 5-paragraph essay stating and also supporting 


their opinion of which place was a better place to live.

(G):  
Use of an historical atlas
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3rd Quarter

Content (C):  Discover Our Heritage - Ancient world cultures up to present day world cultures

Study Skills (SS):  Methods to help students master content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students to do a wide variety of research 
projects

Geography (G):  Memorize countries and their capitals throughout the world along with key 
geographical features (rivers, mountain ranges, etc.); Map skills through the use of Weekly 
Reader Map Skills 

Computer Applications (CA):  Webquests, electronic field trips, familiarity with solid historical sites, 
use of online databases

Wks.

1 – 3
(C):
Chapter 8 – continue with Ancient Greece activities from second quarter

Wks.

4 – 9
(C):
Chapter 9 – Ancient Rome


(SS):
Read to: 


1. identify and learn new vocabulary; 
2. identify important people and their contribution to their culture;
3. find relationships between people and their environment – for 


example, what environmental factors helped make Rome such a strong culture;
 4. identify the central problem(s) that caused Rome’s downfall; Test


(RS):
Students will construct their own Dictionary of the Roman Empire


(G):
Outline map of the Italian peninsula; Weekly Reader Map Skills; Outline map of 



European countries and capitals; memorize for test on countries and capitals

(Fun):
Simulation – Debate on the following question:  Should non-Roman Italians receive 


Roman citizenship in order to vote in Rome?
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4th Quarter

Content (C):  Discover Our Heritage - Ancient world cultures up to present day world cultures

Study Skills (SS):  Methods to help students master content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students to do a wide variety of research projects

Geography (G):  Memorize countries and their capitals throughout the world along with key 
geographical features (rivers, mountain ranges, etc.); Map skills through the use of Weekly 
Reader Map Skills 

Computer Applications (CA):  Webquests, electronic field trips, familiarity with solid historical sites, 
use of online research tools

Wks.

1 – 5
(C):
Chapter 10, lessons 1,2 – The Rise and Spread of Islam



Chapter 11 – Medieval Europe
(SS):
Identify and learn new vocabulary; identify important people; find the 


  

main idea of each paragraph in the lesson/outlining; Open Book Quiz

(RS):
Research one topic about medieval Europe using one reference book, three other 



sources, and one Internet site; Product – notetaking, outline, bibliography, and 3-5  


page paper

(G):
Weekly ReaderMap Skills
Wks.

6 – 9
(C):
Chapter 12 – Ottoman Empire, Ming Dynasty, Aztec Empire; 


(SS):
Read to identify similarities and differences between empires; use of a graphic 



organizer to compare and contrast


(Fun):
Caravan simulation – 
students will work in groups to travel the world; they will 



complete a number of activities in order to travel to each country; students will 



also bring in artifacts from various countries


(RS):
Prepare travel reports for countries visited in simulation; research basic country facts


(G):
Geography skill sheets related to the simulation; review countries and capitals of the 


world

