7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

1st Quarter

Overview of School Year

Connie Miller – cmmiller432@aol.com

Class meets Monday – Friday

Students will be assigned 30 minutes of homework each night;  History Day homework will be 
incorporated into this time; however, approximately one month prior to the competition, homework 
time will begin to increase due to preparation for the  competition.

Content (C):   America – The People and the Dream; Ch. 1 – 18 (Early American history 
through the Civil 

                       War)

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process; although the      


 majority of research is done for the History Day competition, students will do


 smaller research projects primarily 1st and 4th quarter.

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 


       March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 



Current Events and Junior Scholastic.  Newspapers will be brought in periodically to 


familiarize students with that format; world newspapers will be looked at through 



the use of the Internet.

Geography (G):  Students will make and study maps of the Western Hemisphere and work with historical 

                            maps and atlases; additional map skills will be reviewed and reinforced throughout the 

                            school year.

Civics (CV):  Various materials which highlight the principles of the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of

                       Rights and their relevancy today

Computer Applications: (CA): Webquests (Internet-based research projects); familiarity with solid 
 
   historical websites; tools for doing historical research on the Internet

______________________________________________________________________________________

Wks

1 – 2
(C):
Chap. 1,2 – Ancient peoples of the Americas;

(SS):
Introduce SQRRR; Read to answer questions at the end of the lesson; compare and 

 
contrast; use of a graphic organizer to sort information; QUIZ
(HD):
Introduction to theme:  Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, 



Consequences

(CA):
Introduction to various reliable reference websites

Wks

3 – 4
(C):
Finish Chap. 2 – Spanish and French Explorers

(SS):
Identify sequence of events and construct a timeline; identify similarities and 


 
differences between Spanish and French explorers – three paragraph essay

(HD):
Additional topic searching; presentation of broad categories of topics, i.e., court cases, 

founders of our country, civil rights activists, wars/battles, etc.

(CE):
Begin work with Current Events;

(CA):
Introduce Library of Congress and National Archives websites

Wks

5 – 6
(C):
Chap. 3 – English colonization of North America; follow line of self-government; 

(RS):
Instruction and practice on how to use various online databases
(SS):
Finding the main idea of each paragraph; converting information from text into a 

   
   
chart on the thirteen colonies;  QUIZZES and TEST

(HD):
Additional topic searching; comprehensive list provided by the teacher

(CE):
Current Events  

(CV/CA):  Supreme Court cases and related Internet activities

Wks.

7 – 9
(C):
Chap. 4 and 5 – Growth of the colonies and movement toward revolution;

(SS):
Identifying and learning new vocabulary; identifying cause and effect – QUIZ and 

  
DEBATE
(HD):  Narrow History Day topic choices to ten; further reference reading on choices; By 


week nine, students will make their final topic choice and groups will be formed; students 

will do a one page essay on how their topic fits the theme

(CE):
Current Events

(CA):   Introduce students to Cleveland Public Library’s online catalog and databases

HISTORY DAY: A meeting for all History Day parents will be held on Wednesday, October 6.  This is a very helpful “nuts and bolts” meeting and is especially valuable for parents new to the History Day competition.

NOTE:

I teach Monday through Friday.  If you would like to talk to me, please leave a message with the office and I will call you back as soon as possible.  Please communicate any concern you might have.  Because of the intensity of the History Day competition, parents may have many concerns or questions.  Please feel free to call me at home to discuss any History Day matters that might arise.  My number is 216-252-6809.  I’m looking forward to an exciting year with your children!

7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

2nd Quarter
Content (C):   America – The People and the Dream; Ch. 5 – 8 

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process;

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 

       
       March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 



Current Events and Junior Scholastic.  

Geography (G):  Students will make and study maps of the Western Hemisphere

Computer Applications: (CA): Webquests; familiarity with solid historical websites; tools for doing 



               historical research on the Internet

______________________________________________________________________________________

Wks.

1 – 3
(C):
Chap. 5 cont.; students will continue looking at the events leading up to the 



Revolutionary War; 




(SS):
Identifying cause and effect; DEBATE with follow-up 5-paragraph  essay


(HD):
Students will set up History Day spirals for note taking; numerous logs of time spent on 


note taking will be collected throughout the quarter for a point grade and an effort 


grade


(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic

Wks.

4 – 6
(C):
Ch. 6 - 7; Declaration of Independence (Students will read through in its entirety, along 


with some additional primary source readings); 18 - point QUIZ;  

(SS): 
Memorization skills

(RS):
Students will be taught how to follow a trail of primary research; they will learn how to 


find experts on their HD topics from whom they can request an interview


(HD):
Students will begin more in-depth research of their HD topic; students will travel to the   


Cleveland Public Library downtown for further research and for exposure to an 



excellent research facility; students will also be required to write a letter requesting 


information from a person or place


(CE):  
Current Events/Junior Scholastic


(CA):
Students will begin extensive searching for primary sources related to their History Day 


topic; the use of various databases will be taught, as well as Internet skills to find and 


assess the reliability and quality of various websites;
Wks.

7 – 9
(C):
Ch. 8 and The Constitution;  SEMESTER TEST will be on ch. 8 and The Constitution;  
(SS):  
Identifying and learning new vocabulary and people; identifying central problems and 


how they were resolved; identifying cause and effect; reading two historical 



perspectives of this period of time and comparing the points of view.


(HD):
Ongoing research; Students will continue to look for primary resources for their HD 


topic; outlines of research will be due at the end of second quarter; HD paper will be 


due in early February 

Winter

Break
(HD):  Students will be required to do an additional two hours of HD research; one additional 


trip to a library, museum, interview, etc. will also be required.


7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

3rd Quarter
Content (C):   America – The People and the Dream; Ch. 9 – 11 

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 


       March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 

             
Current Events and Junior Scholastic.  

______________________________________________________________________________________

Wks.

1 – 2
(HD):
Students will work on research paper with annotated bibliography – due late Jan.; see 


rubric for how grade will be assessed

Wk. 3
(C): 
Ch. 9 - The New Republic


(SS):
Read to answer questions at the end of the lesson; identifying the central problem and 


how it was resolved


(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic

Wks.

4 – 8 
(HD):
Preparation for the District Competition on Saturday, March 19, 2011:

· further revising and polishing of papers for students competing in paper category

· board planning/design and construction

· script/narrative writing

· production of documentaries

· website design

· development of performances

· additional research as needed; revising and polishing Works Cited

Wk. 9 
(C):
Overview of Chap. 10, introduction to Chap. 11; primary source readings


(SS):
Read to identify new vocabulary; read to identify important people; reconstruct 



information from one form to another 


(HD):
History Day reflection questions

7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

4th Quarter
Content (C):   America – The People and the Dream; Ch. 11 – 16  

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process;

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 



Current Events and Junior Scholastic

Geography (G):  Students will study the Western Hemisphere and various historical maps  

Computer Applications: (CA): Webquests; familiarity with solid historical websites; tools for doing 




   historical research on the Internet

______________________________________________________________________________________

Wks. 

1 – 2 
(C):
Chap. 11 – A Growing Nation; primary source readings; Political cartoon on one topic 


from the chapter


(SS):
Read to identify the pros and cons of the Lowell experiment – Essay; read to identify 


people and vocabulary; read to understand the growth of agricultural production – Test

Wks.

3 – 5 
(C):
Chapters 12 – 14; Moot Court activity


(RS):
Students will choose one reformer from the mid to late 1800s; after researching the 


individual’s life, students will present their research in the form of an autobiography – 


see rubric for guidelines


(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic


(G):
Students will complete a variety of historical map activities


(CA):  
Students will be guided to find historical websites with biographical information on 


their selected reformer

Wks.

6 – 9 
(C):
Chapters 15-16 – The Civil War; various relevant primary source readings – end of the 


year final is on these chapters


(SS):
Read to identify people and vocabulary; read to identify important issues and problems; 


convert information from one form to another – Final Test

(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic

