8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

1st Quarter

Overview of School Year

Connie Miller – cmmiller432@aol.com

Class meets five days, Mon – Fri. 

Students will be assigned 30 minutes of homework each night;  History Day homework will be incorporated into this time; however, approximately one month prior to the competition, homework time will begin to increase due to preparation for the  competition.

Content (C):   America – History Of Our Nation; Ch. 16 – 29 (Post Civil War to the present)

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process; 

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 

   
March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 


Current Events and Junior Scholastic;  Newspapers will be brought in periodically to familiarize 
students with that format; World newspapers will be looked at through the use of the Internet

Geography (G):  Map skills will be reviewed and reinforced throughout the year, with a particular emphasis on


world geography and a variety of geography challenge games

Computer Applications: (CA): familiarity with how to do historical research on the Internet

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Wks. 

1 – 3
(C):   Chapter 16,17 – Reconstruction and the West Transformed; Homestead simulation


(SS):  Developing an opinion about the success of Reconstruction through exposure to a variety of 

           sources and perspectives – short essay; Take-home test on chapter 17 (settlement of the western 

           frontier)


(HD): Introduction to the theme: Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, 



Consequences; read through theme sheet from National History Day office


(CA):  Introduction to various reliable reference websites

Wks.

4 – 6
(C):    Chapter 18 – America’s industrialization; working with primary sources from John D. 

                       Rockefeller’s life


(SS):  Identifying important people; outlining; vocabulary cards; understanding cause and effect – TEST


(RS):  Instruction in the use of various database tools


(HD): Topic searching; comprehensive topic list provided by teacher; method of presentation considered


(CE):  Current Events


(G):    Students in assigned groups will begin research on a specific area of the world, starting with 
 
            taking notes from atlases and continuing with other resources


(CA):  Review Library of Congress and National Archives websites

Wks.

7 – 9
(C):    Chapter 19 – Industry and Urban Growth


(SS):   Reading to answer questions at the end of each lesson; expressing content through the use of 

            political cartoons – students will draw a political cartoon for a grade


(HD/RS):  Narrow History Day topic choices; further reference reading on choices

Note: A meeting for all History Day parents will be held on Wednesday,  October 6.  A review of the “nuts and bolts” of History Day, this meeting is a helpful guide to the History Day process.

8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

2nd Quarter

Content (C):   America – History Of Our Nation; Ch. 16 – 29 (Post Civil War to the present)

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process; 

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 

  
March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 


Current Events and Junior Scholastic;  Newspapers will be brought in periodically to familiarize 
students with that format; World newspapers will be looked at through the use of the Internet

Computer Applications: (CA): familiarity with how to do historical research on the Internet

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Wks. 

1 – 3
(C):
Chapter 20 – The United States Looks Overseas; various primary source readings


(SS):
Identifying cause and effect; reading different historical perspectives on the annexation of the 


Philippines – Debate and five paragraph essay


(HD):
Students will choose History Day topic and form groups; students will write an essay on how 


their topic fits the theme; set-up of note taking categories in History Day spiral; extensive 


instruction on how to take notes – throughout this quarter, students will be required to keep a log 


of time spent for a point grade and effort grade


(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic


(CA):
Students will browse library online catalogs to find books on their History Day topic

Wks.

4 – 9
(C):
Chapter 21 – World War I – SEMESTER TEST will be on this chapter


(SS):  
Identifying important people; identifying vocabulary; understanding cause and effect; 



recognizing and analyzing propaganda


(RS):
Students will be taught how to follow a trail of primary research; they will learn how to find 


experts on their HD topics from whom they can request an interview 

(HD):
Students will begin more in-depth research of their HD topic; students will travel to the   



Cleveland Public Library downtown for further research and for exposure to an excellent 



research facility; students will also be required to write a letter requesting information from a 


person or place; students will also begin writing annotations for sources used in research; outline 


of research will be due at the end of the 2nd quarter


(CE):  
Current Events; world newspapers on the Internet


(CA): 
Searching for primary sources online

Winter

Break
(HD):  Students will be required to do an additional two hours of HD research; one additional 



trip to a library, museum, interview, etc. will also be required.

8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

3rd Quarter

Content (C):   America – History Of Our Nation; Ch. 16 – 29 (Post Civil War to the present)

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process; 

History Day (HD): History Day process, from choosing a topic to presentation of research on Saturday, 

  
March 19, 2011 at Case Western Reserve University 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events 

Computer Applications: (CA): familiarity with how to do historical research on the Internet

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Wks. 

1 – 2
(HD):
Students will work on research paper with annotated bibliography – due late Jan.; see 



rubric for how grade will be assessed

Wks.

3 – 8
(HD/RS/CA):


Preparation for the District Competition on Saturday, March 19, 2011:

· further revising and polishing of papers for students competing in paper category

· board planning/design and construction

· script/narrative writing

· production of documentaries

· website design

· development of performances

· additional research as needed; revising and polishing Works Cited

Wk. 9
(C):
Chap. 23 – The Great Depression and the New Deal; Roaring Twenties (ch. 22) will be covered 


via a documentary; various primary source readings


(SS):
identify causes and effects of the Depression; read to answer questions at the end of the lesson; 


read to identify people and vocabulary – Test (after spring break)


(HD):
History Day reflection questions; planning for further work for the state competition


(CE):
Current Events/Junior Scholastic

8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

4th Quarter

Content (C):   America – History Of Our Nation; Ch. 16 – 29 (Post Civil War to the present)

Study Skills (SS): Various methods to help students master Social Studies content

Research Skills (RS):  Library/research skills to equip students for the research process; 

Current Events (CE):  Study of world-wide current events will be done primarily through the use of 
Current Events and Junior Scholastic;  Newspapers will be brought in periodically to familiarize 


students with that format; World newspapers will be looked at through the use of the Internet

Computer Applications: (CA): familiarity with how to do historical research on the Internet

__________________________________________________________________________________

Wks.

1 – 2
(C):
Chap. 23 – The Great Depression


(SS):
Convert information from one form to another; read to answer directed questions - 



TEST; analyzing political cartoons/print advertisements from the 1930s era – Political 



cartoon


(CA):
Visit Roosevelt Library website to read his fireside chats – summarize; Visit Library of 



Congress American Memory website to analyze photographs from the Depression

Wks.

3 – 8
(C):
Decade Project – Students will be put into groups to study one decade between 1940 



and 1980 – each student will be responsible for 25 facts and three photographs from their 


decade which will be added to a large group timeline; Various chapters from the 




textbook will also be assigned


(SS/CA/RS):  Students will research three notable people from their decade; using 






information found, students will draw an Historical Head with pertinent symbols 




and facts; each student will draw a political cartoon from their decade


(RS/CA):  Decade essay – students will choose one topic from a teacher list which they will 



      research - five paragraph essay for the final grade


(CE): 
Current Events/Junior Scholastic; world newspapers on the Internet

